Modamin, Harrison county: Oakland Mls,
Heary county; Olin, Mitchell county; Traey,
Dallas eounty; Bladinsbarg, Wapetlocount

w
Woolstock, Wright county; sheffield, Dme

bugne connty; Roek Creek, Miiehell county}
Untonburg, Harclson county; Hors, Sasper
county; Merps, Mitckell, connty; Grifinson-
ville, Appanoose county; Aliamont,. Sheiby
county: Warren Grove, Jasper coonty; Hon-
€7 Creex, Polirwattamio county; Boyleston;
Heury county;. Bockbery, Floyd county;
Viona, Humboldt county; Washta, Cherokee
€0nnty; Alasks, Unon county.
RE-ESTABLISTED.

Sigel, Claylon county; Corllle Grove, Jones
cousty; Copl, Jobason county Tone, Tows
conaty; Van Dyke, Des Molnes Co,

DIScONTINUED. .

nrg, Milla county-—nearcst offiee,

Prattamouth: Bottom, Manona county—pear-

est offics Onswa City; Cedar Grove, Lucas

wunty—narul Gffice, Charifon ; Datry Grove,

I iy~ nearset offico, Nowton; Ottere

vite Bachansn conuty—nearest offce, Inde-
dependence,

NAMES C’H.A‘va
New Jetenca, Grees “obusty, éhawged
JeSerson; and Gedareile, Washington coud

TOUR OF I0WA COUNTIES.
VAN BUREN COUNTY.

1185 TOWNS AND WEALTH.

high. Itissurmounted by s dome, and Tas
&n excellent bell, On thesonth side 15 a partl-

supported by fonr masive eolumns. Thers
210 four principal rootls, each early 35 feet
sqnare, and capable of séating 50 pupils. The
30313 and desks are patent cast fron. The
rooms of the upperstory have arched celllngs,
andaredivided by a folding partition. The
bulldiag 16 to be heated by furnaces. tn un
‘baseraent, Tt cost'1s tobe

deép. The buildinga are mostly frame, heatly
painted white, but there are alao & fow brick
bulldings. Thetown s regularly incorpora-
ted. ts offfoers are: Dr N Nocvis, Mayor; J
W Lathaw, Recorder; Wm Troiter, H Hufl-
man,and J J Randsil, Counell; and Casper
Muiter, Marstat.

One of the attractive features of the village
181ts. deugntml puk, neatly endlosed with &

-V
Farmington—Sammi$—Birming-
- ham—Milt

location
8 View of oneof the finest landscapes fn tha

West. Around this seat of learning, much
that 1 and

Wit forest
trees x:unowwnz provided with a atand,
seals, aud other convenlences for publlc
meetings,

i1

spire yonthtul minds with those olevated ond

2 Thia town s in’

townsblp, on the left bank of the river, Itls
1o the midst of a rich sgricultaral portlon of
the county, but the bills iu the immediate vi-
cinlty litdo (ford Yiew, the wany fne farma
‘Dear bys Tue Bam across fhie riveral bols Dllm

virtue.

There Iaaleo o flonrishing Disirict School
and s Select School In operation, Lodges of
Masons, 0dd Fellows, and Good Templars are
allina Boyrishing conditlon, A large class
ln rausle s belng tlug‘ll Dy BIiss hlln DL Kea

#80rds wter powes for 8 me.
Gninery, “Tuerois a Dourlog mill belonglng o
Brown & Keck,dolug s conatderable business,
1t1s A Ovestory buliding bollt of brick, and
furnished with thia best ofmachinery, Green,
Bragg & Co. many years ago bulls at thls place
he first paper milla in Iowa. It 19 yet
dolng good zervice. The bulldingisstone,and
13 three storles bigh sbove the ground. Thera
15als0 in operation & wnolen factory, belong-
ing 1o Crown & Moors, with machinery for
cardingsod lplnnlng. About two yéars ago
tbo extensive factory of Mr. Brown at this
place was entirely consumed by fire,a disas-
ter which has retarded In no small degree the
prosperlty of the place, ‘Thers 13 likewlse 2
saw mill 1n operation. This place 18 one of
considerable trade. One wholesale and refail
i P, Greef & B

are
chnrcnu. Methodist, Prexbnemn ‘and Bap-
tist,

The people of Honaparts ara sanguine that @
zallrosd will beconstructed from helr place
Lo Mt. Pleaggnt, there conneciing with aroad
renning nortn 1o Minoesota. A sarvey has
atrendy been made, and great interest is felt
1n the project. The energy disptayed by the
peoplecthis place in establishivg mannfac-
tories aud making otber improvements, en-
titles them to the consideration of captalists,
a0d the ehances arc much in thelr favor.

In the viclnity of this town are some splen-
did groves of hard maple, In passing through
oneofthem adjoining the village, I counled &
£Toupof seven mounds—tho work of an ane

8 | tare, and Anfshed with ali the

to-wit: Methodlst,
Old School Presbytertan, and Uaited Preaby-
terian, AllSf them are neatand commodlous
frame butldings. This place has an eaviable
reputation for its educational advantages. It
hasa colfege 1n successial operatdan, in which
all the higher branches are taught: The college
butlding is & substantial three wory brick of
boautifal aud, 1mpostag mnmvmnl atrue.
o conve-
nlegees for the sommodation of puplls of
both sexed, It Is 1n cbarge of Rev. . P. Ber-
gen 83 Principal, with pompetent ossistants.—
Durtog the last term over 100 students were
o attendamce. There are also iwo other
sehools In operation most of tha time, one 1o
2 frame and the other 1n abrick butldiog, each
of zooa size.
n:unuum bas five general stores, 8 drag
storea, 2botels, 4 blacksmith shops, 3 wagon
#hops, 1 plow shop, 4 cabluet stops, 2 harness
shepe.1ertial, 1 tannery, 1 shoemaker, 3 mil-
Muers, 1 Ftove and tin ware desler,1family
ry, 8 physiolana, 1 lawyer,

tailor, 1Hivery atable, and 1 sstabliahment for

clentrace. They form
niog nearly norib and sotih, paralicl Vi tao
1y all have large trees grOWing

rangement throuzhont. A. Lanbach 1s slso
engaged In dry goods; Mason Riros. In the line
of stoves, tin-ware and fumitare, while J.
¥. Mason, one of the brothers, runsa livery
siable,and tho other, George IL Mason, acls
us lagdiord of Ashland Touse,” the only
hotel u the ))llee. Mra, I, A, Reblopf has the
largest harncas establishment 1n the,couuts}
1n charge of her son, B, F. Rehkopf, Dr.A.H,
Arter seems ta bo the physician snd drugzisi
cithe placs. The Rallroad Compeny js talih-
fally represented by R, L Clarke,their popular
sgent and telegraph cperator, Me Is likewse
agent of the U:8. Express Co.
A neat

exlled

upon l.htm‘ Al are aboat the same size, be-
1ing some Gy feet 1n dinmeterat the base, and |
about four Iee;nlgn. I'he:en no appearance

In busiaess eaterprise, O, Lo Moss, 1s con.
ceded 0 be Lhe leadlug man of the place. e |
nas fn conmecion with D. C. Cramer
an extenstve woolen factory in operatton,
Illo a large flourlng mill, saw mfll, lath

10 procure oo matertal for e,

Some Lwenly years azo 1L was thought that
Balt watpr might Le procured Lere by boring,
The work was commenced, snd 2 depth of 00
fock was reached. The project was then aban-
doped. The place whero tbis well was tunk is
ROW In the river, belng then

ary 200ds store, And afarm of 5 scres. He
has constantly In hls employment from 0t0
Simen. Beside the above brancnes of busle
Dess, he sometimes’ packs pork, snd deals
targely tn ptook,

Among those engaged In other branches of
tusiness, of speclal men-

Its banks.
* Although th:« Lown has uOW 2 populztlon of
nearly ape thousand, there s as yet, no ma-
niclpal orzavizauion. Capl. Edgar Pickett
serves tho people, and Uncle Sam as AL

The 84gnl, I3 publisbed here by A, C. Bailey, [ 2 7™ .1,
., to Whom we ara indebted for many kind This ls the®

attentions duriog our visit, We have seen

some excetlent samples cf job work execated
AL the otlce of our frlend Balley.

There 418 lour charches, viz:. Methodiat,

Presbyterian, Congregational and Usiversal-

Iat, all of brick except the Jast, which 1sframe.

Masonl¢ and Good Templars Lodges exist

118" of Van Buren county, and altKough I be-
Iieve 1t hi~ Dot gatned in populaiion for &
number of y2ars, 1is location s one of the
‘most beaniitulon tha river. Iti% thirly miles
from Keokuk on the Des Moincs Valley R.R.
The present population is nbout 80. There
are 4general stores; 1 dealer fn sgricaliural

re, both in . Thetown
forms an tndcpendent achool district, and has
23004 two-story b¥lck school house, In ad-
dition to those mentioved, there ctre several
other business firms, Mrs. Ann Appleton hag
charge of the Fostoffice,

'VERNON.—This town s immeduately opposite
Dentousport, with whichit is connected by &
ferry. fyhasalarge fouring mill Lelonglng
toSanford & Keygs. Ttis four alories above
&round, bultt of brick, and s iRty by seventy
feet. St has three paics of stones, and wifl
grind fifty bashels per hour. The machivery

Isthebestused. 1t was erceted {n 1638 by Allen- | 3 &

derand Freeman. The woolen factory here be-
longlag to Allender & Gelatt 130ao of the best
taIows,and is dolng a large busluess lathe
manufactare of cloths, We have befora men-
tHoned tho potier of 3ir. B M. Dickson. Ho

1o mlilinery and fancy goods;
1 family grocery: 2 barness shops; & wagon
makers ; 2 biocksmith shops; 1 palnter; §
hotels; 3 boot #nd shoemakers; 1 steam
flouriuz mill; 2 Uvery stables; Ifarnitare
magufaclory: 1 Jumber dealer: 1potters: 8
©o0pers: 4 physielans 1 dentlst: 1 attoroey
1 tobaconist; Lartist; 1brewery ; 1bulcher; I
rope-matier: 1jewellers 1 barber, &c.

If the people aze pious In proportion to the
number of chursbes,Formingron 1s nigbly
favored. Therearenoicss than scvcn houses
ofpudlic worship, to-wit: Methodist, Dap-
st, Christian, Wermen anmn German

tton, pre the following: J J Randall, general
stere, and dealer la stoves and tinware; W B
Travis & Bro, ceneral store; Huston, Dutteld
& Son, general store; W C Davfs, fumily ero-
cery; W B Young. :nﬂ Calhoon & Hope, drug-
Elsts: S G Torrance, eablnet maker and maz-
ufacturer of winaow blinds: A W Sllvis, eab-
Inet maker anilaventor of an improved hand
loom. A Oole 18 the yeicran landlord of the
“Birmingham Uotel.” Hobas boen engaged
In the busloess 0 yeurs, and Xnows all about
it. DD Calhoon Koeps the “City Hotel,” and
hosa good roputation as a landiord: Our leg-
islative friend, Ion. Joel Brown, has assoclz-
ted himselfazonc of the Arm of Moss,Shott
& Brown, for the manufseture of plowa and
wagInsona largescale, Birminghammay be
set dowa as a live vitlage, and with sach men
83 we have named as her lesding splrits, she
will continre to prosper.

Mrzrox.~Tals place ia situatod on the prar’
tiofn Jackson township, near the Souttwest
corner of the county, about 14 miles from
Reosauqua. v has a Postoffiee, 3 dry goods
and grocery slores, 2 drug stores, 8 black-
smiths, 1 wagon maker, 2 cabinet $hops, 2 shos
makers, 1 botel, and 1 saw milL. Its popala-
t10n 3 about 1), and the busineas of the place

ethodlst, Catholles—

The Methodlst and Christlan :m brick build-

ings—the others frame.

Among the most active and wide-awake bus-

Inesaracu of the place, [ take pleasure in wen-

tioning the followlug : Boner & Slus, doalers
rocerles, Sluce

K
munuuctnn of drain u!a, His main shop is
bullt of brick, Horecently sustzined a loss by
fire to'the amount of $2000; Another establishe
ment of the seme kind is Just going Into opers,
tlon. It Is owped by J. W.Fown,and will
commence with sufiiclent. c-pocny. a3 weare

bay,
Jammry 24, they have stlpped 8,000 bustels of
gro1n and 310 tons of hoy. Charles Glecker
and Dr., C. P. Stevenson both deal exteasively
1n dry goods and groceries. Shreve & Soott
arc the druggists of the place,and are young
men deserving of success. Dickey & Keslor
. Mills” John

tnformed by its
75,000 gallons ot ware per. :mnnm.

The of anew school

completed. It13 42by 52 feet, with a veatibule
12by 32 feet, and will be bult of brick two
storles bigh, It is to be Anished in the best
style and farnished with cast-iror seals—
Riley Cass s the architect, The bulldiag will
bean honorto the towa, There are general
stores, the largest perbaps, being that of Rieh-
ards & Son, D, P, Wilson in the grocery line,
and N, Mallett In drugy, both have good estad-
lishments. Thelast named gentleman 191ha
Postraaster. Wemet heres hale and hearty
old resident ot this county ih the person of
Mr, James MeCrary, He 18 the father of Hon,
Geo. W. McCrary, ot Keokuk. Thistown is
making considerable growih, We noticed
several bulldings under way. Its population
isabout §20.

BoXAPARTE—Four miles below Bentons-
port 1s the promising manafactering town of

blacksmith shops; 1 plantag, sash, door and
blind factory; 1 cooper; 2 lumber yards; 1
pottery; 1jeweller; 1 Livery atable; 1ariists3
milliners; 1 barness shop; 1 tannery:3
physicians, &c. Some of the Mannfactariog
804 bisiness establishments are deserving of
particalar notice,

The woolen factory of Meek & Brothers is
one of the Jargest in the State, The maln
bullding fa of brick,5 by 85 feet, and four
stortes high. They have in operation six sets
of manafcturing cards, snd four sets of
double rcll cards, There are stx spluniog
Jacks of 240 splndles each, and one of 200, mak.

ing 1640 splndtes fnall. Twenty-1wo narrow
and four looms, With the necessary
‘machinery to operate them, occupy one story
of the buttding. This department gives em-
ployment o abont tAIrLy Womsn. About5®
Terds of cloth are manumetared per day—
Duringthe last year the retail business of the
establishment smounted 10 §75000, and the
wholesale trade to §139,00. Tu addition to tha
‘matn bullding, there J* 2150 3 large stone dry
bouse, and & frame bullyr , contalning an ad-
ditional set of eards and & spioningiack.—
Ttey bave alsoa three story brick bailding,50
by 70 feet, for sales Xootns, ware rooms, ofices,
&e. Inthislarge quantities of wool and cloth

Mefer scems to be the Teading patnter of the
place. A, T.Church 1s the Railroad sgent and
telegraph operator, and e the Statfon agents
generally alonz theliac of the Des Motnes Val-
ley Raliroad, 1s a gentlemon in theirae sense
of thas term,_George Beeson, the *Des Molnes
House,” is a No. 1 Jandlord.

The people of Farmington are expectiug the
completion, at an early dsy, of the fowa &
Missiour! State Line Rafiroad. About forty
miles are graded, and the work 13 now pre-
gressing, The friends of thia road think there
faa prospect of secaring a grant of Jand toatd
in1ts completion. E.Robinson is President’
8.B. Tuttle, Secretary, and George Senramm,
Treasurer. These gentlemen, with the direc-
tory, ere dotng all In thelr power Lo push the
enterpriseatead a8 rapidly a3 possible. From
1his potat, tnis road 18 to run west to Nebras-
ka City,and eastto connect with the Penne
sylvania Central:

Avother company 18 organized to construct
5|2

Tailroad from Aft. Pleasant 1o some point on
theD. V. Road. A survey iaabont tobe made
mm this place to Balem on the Mne ofa
ey already made from M. Tleasant to
nonunne. Of th1s company, Gov, R, P. Lowe
18 President, and §, B, Tattle of this place s
one of the Directors. Governor Lowe is

earnestly engaged i forwarding the enter-
prise, Tt willalso be remembered that, some
1wo yeaxs ag0, a company Was érganized of
‘Which Benator James W, Grimes was elected
President, to bulld a railroad from Burlinglon
toFarmington. With all these rallroad pro-
Jeets on the tapls, Formington 15 hopefally
looking forward for ihe “good time coming.”
Col. 0. Il. . Scott, who owns the wated
powerat this polut, contemplates the erection
of amill and factory at an early day. A gene
tleman ts preparlag to manufacture qulck-
lime on a scalg of sufficlent magnltude to sup-
ply the Des Moines valley. The lime-stone
nere 38 pecaltarly adapted to that purpose.

Aboat three-quarters of & mile southeast o
the town, 15 the somewhat noted ariestan well,
onwhich a company here, several years ago,
expended some 35,00, They bored to the
depth of 740 feet, passing through, at 100 feet
trom the surface, what is sald to be a vein of
pare white marble, equal to any found in the
TUnited States,and 40 feet {n thickness. Ata
depth of 700 feet the water rushed n with such

arestored. T bave in op-
eration a flonring mill with four ran of burrs,
sud also @ saw mill They use mosteam
except for heat-
a; indies by

¥ing commenced
inl8L. In183they were burnt out, bnlm-
‘bullt the same year,

Besars, Parker & BAnback Dave an exun-
sive poltery for the manulacture of stone

town, from & veln abont Lhres feet in thick-
ness.

Aplaningmill and sash, door and bllnd
manulictory are Just koing 1nto. operation,—

the drlil 10 one sido and stop,
much farther prosecutlon of the work, A
pipe or tabe has been Inserted, which throws
(he watersome feet above the surface, The
dler Is werm, very clear, and basaslight
taste of epsom saltx, or something similor. It
1sused by iovalids In the vicinlty,and it s
sald, with beneficlal results.
ranrm-The location &1 this village 1s on
tbe D. V. B B, four mlles from Keosauqua.—
Itbas o good Rotel, kept by Geo. W, Miller,
Who 15 ls the Postmaster and keéeps  siore.
Theoame of the Postoflce 18 Mt Zion, J.K.
Waller 1s tho efMelont station egent, U. 8. Ex-
Tess agent, and operator at this polat. Aoss
& Heardsley keep 8 prodnce and provislon.
store, and are cxtensively engaged in
grain, egzs, &

esars. Eate

ler, Meck & Cbapman.
Among the excellent business bouses of the
plape e mention Trontman & Pickett, and
Christy & Johnson, dealers 1n’ dry goods, g1o-

year they have shipped 50 tons of bay, &0
bashels of ctover seed, 600 bushels of timothy
seed, 15,000 busbels of cats, 23 cars of wheat
and 4 cars of rye. Doringthe egg season they

cerles, &y 1in beots and
shoes, hats and eaps; Charles L. George, in
dragaand stationery, also news dealer; John
‘Teach, proprietor of the te House,*
and 3 M Cox, the No. 1 agentand telograph i
erator of the D M V Rallraad. Among the
livemen of the place 18 Dr B N Cressp, wlm
settledin the county as early as 1524, Honasex-
tenalve Jaiaraits in and around the place, and
18 perhaps 118 oldest inhabitant,
Ono of the Inatitutiohs of'te place, second

napartq Académy.” It bas been [n operstion
ometer, under the uargnaf Prot. Eaward F,

ty, to Lextugton.

tononé 14 the'totaty, 18 that known as = Bo-

. “The butlding th swt com*
pleted, and mom;, 5034 feet, and twostories

9,000 Qozans of eges per week.—
‘There 1s a lamber yard, $stores, and 2 black-
smith shops, Price of fots from $50 o $150.—
‘There 13 a saw miilin the immedlate viclnity.

BIRNINONAM~This pisce is sitasted 1n the

WiscaEsTER.—This placs 15 four miles
southeastof Blrmiogbar. It bas s Postofl
2 general slores and a blacksmith shop, It 18
one of tho oldest viilages In the eounty,and
although in the raidst of 3 splend1d agricultur-
alregion, hes seen bettor dsys. One of the
tich farmers of fowa, Timothy Doy, wWhose
herds of fine blooded cattle have a repatation
thronghout the West, }ives near this place.
Ibave now made the tour of Van Buren
county, and have endeavored to set forth fale-
Iy, flom personal obsarvatton, 1ta material
wealth and rasonroca, and 10 do Justice to the
different pointa visited. The reader will ngres
1hatthe element fequlsite Lo elevate the coun-
ty to a high position {n the varions industri.
&1 pursufts, exist withla her borders in great
profasion;and only walt for enterprise and
capitalto develop them. AR.F.

Bortirpart of the county, 11 miles from Keo-
80902 and 8 from Fatrfleld. 1t has s popt,
Iatton of about 8. The country around 1% 18
unsurpassed fn fertility, sod isin the highest
stateof cultivation, Magnificent farms and
splendld orchards are to be seen fa every di-
rection. All 1be indleattons of wealth and

fort are visible. "Tha; cos
rolling prairle, with plen(y of timber and coal
convenient, snd 19 aupplied with the purest
‘water from wells nsnally from 20 to 2 feet




