‘TOUR OF IOWA COUNTIES,
-VAN BUREN COURNTY.

RAILEOADS BUILT “AND PROJECTED.

Kcnsnnqnn—-lu Gruwm, Baslness, nnd
Adrant; lges.

Sketches of the \'l|hge of

abundant and cheap: Potters’ clay 1t abund.
81t 1n tHi6 vieinity,of the town, and yeb wa
heard olnoon- mgeged [n the radufsctare

I
ad. which,1t i hoped, will prove suecessfal.—
A suspension. bridge of 612 feet span is in
course of constraction. Tho abutments for
tho same axe nearly completed, and trishoped
the bridge will be finished this year, Thetow-
era will be about b7 feet above the abuiments.

Towaville—Tke Home and Grave of Black
Hawk.

Doud’s 5tation—A Live Litile Town.

Btatlstles, and

Wil
€ach of 21¢ inehes fn dismeter, and, ‘exclusive
of the suspenders, ealculated to besr a strain
of 600 tons, The greater portion of the rock.
used is quarried wlthin 600 fect of the river
bank. For these particalars T am fndebted to
Mr. James L. Loting, the lenuemnnly engle
Deer In eharge of the Work

Faok 1

l‘he Conrs Eonse unut a nnudlng ot impo-
and with
anciner bullding \ued for the county offices,

BAILEOADS,
“The Des Moiney Valley R, B. rans upthe
valley of the Des Molnes river through the
connty, making about 30 miles of rallroad
Uné completed, with seven statlons in the
county, via: Farmingion, Bonaparte, Bentons.
port, Semmit, Kilbourne, Dond's Station and
Tudependent, A dally ltne of hacks connecta
the Summit wifh Blrmingham, Fairfield and
other poinis north. Ilacks also run from
Keosanque to the Summit In connestion with
all passenger trains. The people of this coan-
ty have, In times past,had several raslrosd
Projects 1n view, but have,so fer, fatled to
realize all thelr expectations in this respect.—
ADbOULtWO years 6208 cOMPADY was of el
at Fairfield and duly incorporated for building
& rallroad from the Museatine branch of the
M. & M. road at or near Washington, via Brigh.
ton, Fairfield #nd Keosaugua to some point
connecting with the North Missouri R.Tt.—
Some $20,000 of private subscription was ratsed
1 tbe town ot Keossuqua,and other sums at
Fairfleld and other points. But the matter
arasdropped for s time. Therescemstobs
some revival of Intercst 1 the project. The
Toute of the proposed road is undoubledly &
pérfectly feasiblo one,and ths proposttion is
surely worthy of the serioas consideration of
those Intereated. Thire inalsosolae sgitation
ofthe profect of coustrueting s ratlroad con-
necting the B. & M. road at M4, Pleasant with
the D. V. road at Bonspaste, The day will
nwnuus 2000 coms when Va Baren county
aruay the advantages of increased rall-
road factlities,
TOWNS AND VILLAGES.
ErosATQUA—This (s the county seat of Van
Baren county. It ts situated on thenorth
bank of the Des Motnes river st the lower ex-
tremily of & peninsule, on What 18 known s
the Great Bend, whfoh, in the Indian lan_
guage, the term

for the irans.
action of the public bdiness of the couaty.—
Both bulldings arebrick, The jall is bullt of
stone and tron, with a brick portion attaened,
forming tbe residenco of tho Sherifl. Itisone
of the mgst seonre prisans Ln the State.

Near the Court Iouse, on Jots purchased for

Dr, Joseph Enowland caters to the publle
abpettie and comfort, and our experience war-
780l us tn the assertion ihat no 0o need
leave the “Des Motnes Valley Hotel” hungry.
He 1t o & phymelan of the Homapathlo
school

The Tallcoad station hers s tn charga of
George B, Leonard, who also acts as telegraph
oparator,

‘The crossing of the road leading from Falr-
fleld to Troy is at this point, The pnbllc will
alwags find @ safo and excellent ferry {n
chargs of N, Sanford, who 13 {ta enterprising

proprietor,

Near this place,on Jand belonging t5 the
eslate of the late Stump, 18 a spot of
fround exhiblung a peculiarity which may
exciie the specalstions of the curions. It
formerly contained an area of 30 fet square,
on which, for twenty years, no vegetatfon
could be made to grow, althongh,regutarly
Dlanted each year with various kinds of gratn.
The barren” spot 1s now somewhat smaller,
but sl embraces about 2 feet aquare,on
whieh not a aingle apear or leaf has ever been
knownto grow. The groundisa black
l0am, slightly damper thao the surrounding
land. It I8 situsted on the side of whatls
called In the West = “draw,” and below.
it ot the bottom of the ravine Is a
spring, the water of which I sighuly impreg-

nated

Boldiers? M 113 aboat to

beerected. It 1s tocost about $3.00, toward
‘which the coufbty, 1n ks corporate capacity,
Lias contributed §30. The names of all ol
diers of the county who died n the service are
to be engraved npon the

may solve themystery. P-non,he 10WD 18 a1

immense heap of sdnd, l’l-llnl‘. ‘we should

Judge, nearty 100 fect above the bed of theriv.

er. Itlsmized with s sufficlent guantity of
ta

Keosanquy, and some adfacent territory,
formingan Independent Sehool Disirict, has
now In process of erection, a’brick school
‘house, which 13 10 cost $15,00. There are foar
churches, viz:" Methodist, Congregational,
Episcopal and United Presbyterlan, with
Beva, L. P. Teter, J. \V. Windsor, T. B. Remp
041, S, Ross, respectively, as pastors, There
are Lodges of Masons, 0dd Fellows and Good
Templara, all saild to be flourishing, An
excelont Brasi Band s orgonized here,
20d holds ltself in readiness to rally
the Grant boys during the pending
campaign. Thecity bas one newspaper, the
Republicon—a 6ound Radical organ. Tnough
the county at Jarge may elaim them as her
representatives, we must here nctice Lhe' pop-
ular ceanty ofiers...They are ay followsi—
Alexander Brown, Gounty Judge; Jobn A.
Muller, Cterk Districs Court; Joshua S. Sloan,
Tressarer; John C. McCrary, Sheriff; Edwin
Goddard, Recorder; GeorgoB. Walker, Siper-
tatendent; Ira Clafn, Surveyo:
Thornburgh, Coroner, With th
atthe head of affilzs, the county is floanclally
sound, belng entirely free from deb?,

There are several altorness in fhe place.—
We mention Robert Sloan, Charles Ealdwin,
and Henry Strickling.,

Among the reliable and enterprising busi-
ness men who deserve to be patronized, we
mention the following: L. W. Thornburgt,

#aid to mean. It is the oplolon of some, bow-
eter, that this Was the Yodlan name of ke

Dealer;
Jnnu L. Loring and Gebhardt &8on, sredeal

JTowAVILLE—A little over one mile west of
Independent is the old trading posi of Iowas
ville, ‘Tols part of Van Baren county 1s In-
deed historical ground. Here the renowned
Black Hawk, sfier his glory had departed,
spent the oloatng days of hislife. Near this
Pplace be wos burled i the fall of 1838 Thia ls
8150 tho old battle grdund of Baca, Foxes, and

housearestill visible. The village ia sithated
on the north bank of1be river fn the midst of
au exceedlogly ferille portion of the Des
Molnes, Valley, which has In times past, pro-
daced Immense quantities of corn for con.
sumption at thearge distillery & few years
28012 operation at this place, loge
coatalng a mill, two or three stores, and two
churches, With a population of about130. W.
T. Ade! 18 tLe proprietor of the mill and wool-
oarding tactory, and C, D. Balley and Asron
Parkxhava the princlpal atores of the place.—
The last named gentleman fs postmsster.
Doun's BraTIoN.~Some five miles down the
Des Motnes Valley from Independent, 18 the
fandsome and sprightly litle town of Dond’s
Station, only 18 months old. Iis original pro-
prietors were Lion. David Doud, and Ion,
Eilab Doud, the present distinguished State
Senator from Van Duren county. Every desd
conveying lots i thistown contalns & stip.
Iation that no lntoxicating itquors shalt ever
bosold asa beverage by the grantee, or with
his consent, upon the premises. Of coursa
thereareno beer. mapa or whieky saloons in

1t French
of Des Motnes. The town Is four miles sonth
of Bummli Station on the D. V. R. R.,
and within sbont seven miles of the
Missourt line. The frst white man
who settted on the spot where this place DOwW
stends, was oné Jobn Silvers, who jn 1535,
made a clslm and bulli Il cabin on the

P.B. Walls,
A:exnmler Lenry, and J, W. Moore, each have
g00d establishments in the line of dry goods
and grocerics, b1, C. Damis, W. C. Stridger,
and A. Barns & 0., are dealers In groceries.—
By the way, M. C. Davis witl be

gooas and grocery slores, Those engaged in

th13 1rade e7e David Payne, Monuiog & Par-
ker, P.Doud. Each of theso dealers
h:\s a wall seleeted stock, and all of them seeny

asone of the of the Jast I £

3 'rnc nrm of

‘bank of the river abont where the old Keosan-
qua Hote} now stands, About the same time
severnl other persons settled In thé vicin-
ity—among thew, F Pardom, lsuac W Mo-
Carty, Joln Patchett, and Joby Toiman, with
s Todian wife. 8ilvers sold bis clalm in the
101 of 1868 0 Meschack Sigler for $300. Mrs.
Bigiar was the first ‘woman who made
Berhomeat, Lhis place. In 187, 8 Company
styled the “ Van Baren Company,” purcbased
of My, Sigler his elalm. Thiz Company was
composed of James Hall, James Msnulng, Ed-
‘win Manalng, John J. Feirman, John Carnes,
&nd Robert Taylor, Slgler subseguently bo-
cameoneof the company, Taylor soon sold
Dis {oterest to William Billu)
Drulllard, In 183 they Jald out & portion ot
the town, and {n the 8pring of 1839 the whole
town was surveyed and recorded. The first
Liouse in dhenew Lown Wes bullt by the Van
Baren Company in 1877, In {bls, Carnes &
Falrman kept the first store. Falrman was
Ibe drst Postmaster, the name of the office
belng Portoro. At the land sales in 155, James
Hall was authorized by the Company 1o pur-
chase In his own name the tract of land on'
which the tawn was located, In 1580 the firai

Tn18%,T. Lane opened the first tatlor shop,
ndtbehext year formed a parnership with
4.3. Kinersly. Theré 1a no record that elther
of thess gentlemen ever rose trom thelr hum-
‘bie poaltion up through alt tho gradations of
offclal 1fs to the Prestdency! Tho Nt phy-
aictan was Cyrus H, Ober, and the first lawyer
Isaac N.Lewls. The first hotel was kept by
Elisha Prett, in 8 ‘one-story Jog honse. The
landlord was ¢ kard case, and as

Bimon } ¥

brick house was erected by Edward K. Tylee, | Ne

He was 3 gaod soldter.in
the war, and lost bis leg In front of Atianta.
His trlends Wil be pleased to hear of his sué,
cess. John Shane 18 the aocommodatingland-
Tord ofthe “Sbana House,” which we fonnd
tobea pteasant home datlng our sojourn in
the place. O. 8, Willey deals in jewelry,
watches, clocks, de.

Toere are1a the 1own 6 dry-goods stores; &
grocery storesy 2 drug storcs; 2 barness ma-
Xkers; 3dealers In boota agd shoes; 1 news
dealer; 2 hotels: 2 bardware stores; 2 watche
makers; 1lumber dealer; 1 farniture desler;
2dealers In agricultural implements ; 1 dealer
inatoves and Lin-ware; nmnnrz uuor

Manning & past
year goods to l.hl ‘amount of twenlr Ihnu-
eand dollars.  They have also shipped
about 500 hesd of hogs end 2,500 bushels of
grain. Thesales of T P, Doud bave amounted
10 §25,000. e has alsoshipped & large smonnt
of grain—abont 4,000 bushels~1n the last
month, Messrs. Winterbotham & 8gu, recent-
1y of Fort Madlaon, have Just eatablishied a
hardware store, sud slio deal largely in
stoves, tn-wate,and farniture. Two Jumber

rds supp)y Jambex 0 & 1args extent of coune
try—one kept by Capt. James Elerick, 1nd the
other by Toblas & Son. Capt. Elerick did his
¢ountry service In the 58Lh Iliinois Infantry.—
Toblas & Son also deal Iargely tn egricaltaral

Thy

milliners; 1 dentist: 6 law-
erd,

Actoss the river, opposiie Keosanqua, Is the
town of Plessant i1, which also contains &
store. Ths total population of Keosauquaace
cording to Lhe last census, within the town
Mnnts proper, was 683, Beslde this, Pleasant
Billhas & populstion of about 1. We now
leave the county seat for the purposs of notlo-
ing some of the smaller villages and shall
begin with
ISDEPENDENT.

Tuts s located 10 belng the

bar-
neas-maker, shos-maker, painter, wagon and
blacksmith shop, saw-mill, yallltner, &c.,all
dolng a prosperous business. There are two
physiciang, Drs. Crawtord & Whitten. Miss
Mary A.Doud, daughter of Senator Doud, has
charge of the Postofice, Qur young friend, T,
0,Jscknan, {3 the gendal sud accommodating
Tailroad agent, telegraph operator, aad U. 8.
'Express egeat,

The town I8 beautifully located on the north
bank of tue DesDoines, directly opposite lhl

clens

of Porttand, the

county. It
uonmn ‘Dos Molnes Valley Iul]mnd eighteen
Tles from Ottumwa, and twenty from Keo-
sauqun. It embraces 841ots, mostly 68 by 120
feetin size,

a5 with whien 1t 1s con-
Dected by an excllent ferry. It is 21 miles
Trom Ottumwa, 12 mies from EKeosauqus, 2%
from Bloomfleld, lsnomi‘mne!d,nnd b5 from

range 1n price from K0 10 $200 each, depending
npon location. Oue George Stump was the
original proprietor, ns wellos the owner of &

Keokuk, Tne o.highly pto-
tureaque aad beantiral, with Its 1andscepas of
felg, forest and river, Vast Goarsies of the

-l ' whleh u

tergebody of adjacent land. I
laying outa town at this po:nnmx 1ts origin

encrosehed mpon bim, he went,to Texas—
The first blackamith wes David Smith, Ia
April, 153, R, Kivg laid out what is known
‘upod the record a3 “Des Motnes Ghy,” tmme-
mediately below and sdjotning Keosangue.—
Herés' fouring mill was erected, At this

2t s daxi 18 bullt across the niver, snd there
u now @ atone flouring milk with two ran of

Xn v.hetnu Of 1830, the first steamboat asend™
ed this pol

from the ‘He destred
Lhe establishment of & pablie road from bis
premises tothe neighboring village of Iowa.
ville, but his project was strongly opposed by
the interventng land owners. He then de-
clared he would be independent of Iowaville,
andley outa town on hisown land. Accord-
1ngly, 1n 1651, he carried his threat nto execa.
tlon, snd losatod (he LOWD, calling it Fade-
pendent, It struggled 2long Lhroogh a balt
score ot doubtiul years under the frownsofits

far
tarous ploncer craft belng the “g. B, Sclence,”
Capt. Clsrke, Master, She brought goods for
thelndian trading posts at

101%, 1n tho spirit of contempt, the unpoetical
nameof “Stamp Town.” But there was a day
of Inddetime the rail.

polats above, with flonr, meat, pork and nmu
Decessiry artioles far the settlers. This wi
an occasion of mugh refotcing, 413 sald he
£00d boat brought a.llberal supply of scerti-
apps (whisky) for both whites and Indians,
About this Lime, 41 affalz of honor Lransplr.
€d between two of thesstulers, A, W, Hariap,
i 0ne Bushiell. ‘Ruiss King and M. Slgler
Were the seconds. Fistols were the weapons
chosen, and 1t Ziay be whisky was substitnsed
for coffeo!

road wound its way up the Valley, and fouod
onr little viliags quietly nestled In herroman,

10 fne s polish as 1o ba neary equat . (ogt
respectto marble. Btone cosl Is abundant,
and the sarronnding conatry 1a heavily time
béred. Tho Doud brothers own some seven
handred acres of the best 1and to be found in
the Des Molnes Valley, They settlod hers
abont 2 years ago, tn the days ‘when almost
the only roeds were cow paths and Indian
trails, They haveltved to see the tranaform.
1bg Induentes of civilization and Anglo-Saxon
energy. May they long live to enjoy the fraits
of thelr personal kacrifices. and to witneas thy
contipned gzowth and prosperity of the town
which they bave founded.
1 must not forget, hmuyu 10 say inat sey-
eralnew bniidings areabout to be erected,
which are now vnder way.
the improvements In contemplation, are a
school house, chuych, hotel, and mitL M,

ticretreaton the banks of the Des Moines,
Tnder 10a of the
rallroad It Imblbed new life and vigor, Inde-

pendent 1s nowa potnt of
84 one of the best grain shipping stattons on

JDes Molnes Valley Rallrosd. Itisilso
Eaid Ahatduiring thelugt year sbout $L30,00
worth of hogs were sblpped at this point. It

o L ¢ 2bout 130 There

“Thelr friends Indnced mm\o seltle the mm
cujty by th

‘a harnees shop,

téod by the ring, Barlan came ﬂﬂﬂcwr‘nﬂ
thus ended this fint, and 20 far as 1 Rave
Tearned, last, appeul to the code of bonor 1n
'Van Bereg county?

born in

and hotel, Thers,
18 8 g00d school house, with 'a school now 18

Misa
Lizzle C. Robluson as teacher. A Methodist
Eplscopal Church 1s being erected, aj

T ret %
& daughizr t¢ Willlam Billups, and the ﬁm
marriags solemuized was that of Lewts Lapp-
1antand Naney KUl on the 27th NJ’Anury
183, by Benfamin, F. Green, aamuonune
Peace, Thefirat mewspeper Wa

betng ready on the proand.

-Alsndable enterprise in the way of estabs
1sbing manufactories 18 beginatng ta appeat.
& J0int $10CK company nias been oreanized for
1he ercotion ot largs oustog! and woolsn

1n the summer of 1843 by -Jesse x. ‘Shepherd
and Tohu' T, T. Mjonell, Tt
Demoarate

sill, The wor : The
nain bnﬂd.lnz Is tobe31x34 feet, and four
Tows | grories hy Toxsy teet, A

5 Dea Motnes Eiver Tnieliigencer.”
1nave thus briefly ‘mentioped s fow tacts
conhected with the early histoty of a place
thasones bjd (7 Lo become ona of the most
important polnts on the Des Molnes

any, ham power mm 13 10 baset op, aud
the entire maching troctre Iy to be
3t class, The wo!thubpqnpxmd Inghargs
of Capt, George W, Elerick, formerly of the

30tn Towa fofanuy. Dnder his ‘mmperfntén-
d-

wee 1he enterprise cannot failth be s success.
b,

dress delivered by im 10 Keoaanqua on the
4ih-of Wareh, 1658, -Tha expectations of 1bs

ot
1 the Gonstrustlon bf the Des Motnes Valtey
Railroad, Keossaqua fa left about four mies
distant, owing to1ts peculiar sitnation in the
bend of the river. Butit{s belleved sho has
2dvqniages {n watez power.aud Maflities for

; Sulliing stams.

operating
mm here eannot be excelled, Thera is &
great sbundance of water, timbef, ofal ‘ind
esallyobiaineds It 18 also

grad
Indcad there $£D0 g0 rbaso:
dent should not have s proaperana fatare,

Tho principal business honse of the place 1
thetof F; G. Adams & Co., whoed palis dorivg
the Jast yéar amonnted 10 over §5,000,

D.C, Beaman, Beq. kocps & sloekiof family’

Loxa of. the raslroad, If soms .of hier Wealthy
itizens did not, liXe the rockaupon Whick khe
1 Dullt, belong 1o, furmier sge ! Bame ot them.
wreof the aite-dliyyian period. When they
pass avay, if they prer do, and men .of 'the
age0f steam 'and blectricity- take Liietr places, | &2
thy vast aler power us i Plage may
turned 16 some acoo 4 present, it tmade
esefulin pinntg bnn ilmple fonring. millof

regjnfagnring p ﬂwh. Bopointen. uwnn
er excela this. Thetalasn exhanstiess quan’
L1ty of the best building sans'to be found In

@ ‘Bobtoris,’

‘Tancle 8a X
acteas e agent of the U, 8, Expreis Come
pany, By the way, 1 mast.be kept 1o mind,
nm'nne tha legal and rafiroad name ol

18 “Indspendent, tha amd of tEd Fitn
otee 18 “Hickory," but the Express. ofice i
NI desguated ar “Independent.” The
Teason’ why' 1be’ name of lht Pumﬂcl'”
¢ | Besd wast beghuse mistakes trequently
ogearted, in the transmission of mau
on aoodunt of the simitarity of the

BaTie 10 that of Independence, Jowa.

with tho ides of neat~
ness, comn Anﬂ xmsv.ry.
NTIXTED.




