TOUR OF I0WA COUNTIES.
YAN‘BURJ-:_I; COUNTY.

IT8 PAST, PRESENT AND FUTUEE.

Part First—-Description; History, Stas
Isties. )

‘Van Buren county 44 sltuated in the Soutn-
eastern part ol {ho State, and 1s hounded on
he east by the counties of Leoand Heary, o
the north by Jefferson, on the west by Davis,
and on the Soath by the Missonri line, It

quar

beinga
Oongresslonal townships, Itfs divided into
13clvil townships, viz: Bonaparte, Cedar,
Chequest, Des Motnes, Farmington, Harrix
burgh, Jackson, Lick Creek, Unlon, Vernon,
Van Buren, Viliage and Washtogton. This
couaty was organized Deo 7, 15, under the
Jermitory of Wiscorisin, and ‘whil
yela part of that Territory, 1t is‘consequent-
1y oneofthe oldest setued countics In the
State, and In many respects one of the most

imponant. Its popalation 1n J&% Was 31713 In
15406164+ In 1844~0019; 1n 1648-8370; 1n 1347—
10.208; 10 1869—1L577; 1n 130}
13,000; 10 1802212753; 10 1854-13843; m 1sse-
1590310 8015507 tn 1580-13 081; 1o 1862—
16,582 10 1685—16,599, and In 1867—16,298.

1 lowa rivers—the Des Mol
08 disgonally through tho county from the
oribwest o the southeast, Namerous tnba-
tarles empty futo the river on both sides,
among which may be menuoned Holeomb
Creek, Chequest, Bear Creek,and [ndian Creek
on the Bonth 8ide; and Slump Creek, Lick
Creek, Rock Creek, Copperss Creek, Loney
Creek and Recd's Creek, on the north side.
Big Fox 2nd Little Fox In the southwest part
emplyinto the Missiasipp [n Migsonrl; and
Big Ced:
connty, empties 1nto Skunk River, Nearly sll
0 streams afford an sbundant sapply of
fes, nd all of hem

water for Stoci at all ttmes,
skirted with the st Hmber 1o be found
inTowa. ftis

lacturing enterprises. Of {his we shall axy
Dot

Tollowing ‘Van Buren count
No. Of dwelling Bouses.....
0 o

100
This ia a great fralt Belng xuor
nnq Of the oldest tn the State, thers are many | No of colored males. (]
oD orehards, and they rarely fall 1o Field | No of colored females oo T
mmmu supply; especially of apples, and | NO entitled 10 YoLom memmmoe 3,490
the various kinds of small frults are abun- | Noof militia .. .. 238
dant, Peaches mgre frequently mueceed in | Noof foreigners not noturatized, 4
this portlon of the State than any olher, A | Ndbetween the ages of§ lnd pi - (1]
timber region is better for fralt than A0y 0th= | NG O BB cresremeermmromerores e B
‘snd for this and other reasons, frult-grow- | Noof deaf and damb. ——— s
10g in 1h1s county has proved peouliarly suce | No Of InSaRE, ..o, ... &
cessfal. The sofl all ths | No 2 s
gralus, grasses .and vegetables which Wil Nomlles of AUt B
270¥ 1n thi6 Jatlinde. No col 1
of farms, with thelr and | Valasof: 1866, 24

stock, fully demonstrates that agricalture ix
‘Pprofitable here, as it ususlly s elsewhere,
HrsTORY.

On the 6th day of September, 1824, the Stxth
‘Ucgislative Connell of the * Territory of Mich-
1zan,” passed, st its extra session, “An Act to
Jay Off and organize ecanties west of the Mis-

sissipp kfver.”  Thislegislation creatéd the
counties of Dubuque and Des Motnes,
15n0W Lhe State of W1

What

Bushels of €08l ratsed m......ommms 71,170
‘Value of minerals ratsed, not inclad-

108 008 Lo $21312
Valueof agricultursl imploments_.— 16,20

No rods of hedging. vemee S2840

Noofacres of tand inelosed ... 12,84
Noof acres of epring wheat for 1836, oz
Bushels BArvested. v s e 50,060

Noscres of Winter Whesbuwm.oo.
No ofbushels harvested.

county,” and its laws, ea farPes applicwle,
were extended over (he countles wesi of fho
river, Jane 15, 13%, Michigan becamo o State,
and under an Act of Congress of April 20th of
the same year, Wisconsio, with tha eountry
west of tbe Miasisslpp! river, became, on tbe
4in.0f July, a Tersliotial orgenizstion, The
Arst Legislature of the new Territory was hetd
8t Belmont near the anctent town of Mineral
Pum. 1n November, 1830, The third Act pass-
edby this Legislatare wes one alviding the
county of Des Motnes 1nto Lee,. Van Buren,
Dea Molnes, Haory, Loulsa and Muscatine—~
Thé limits of Van Buren conntry at that tite
extended weetward indefinitely,

‘The fizst court orgenized 1n the county was
held at Farmington, April 10, 187, Hon, Da~
vld Trviz, Judgoof the Second Judictsl Dis-
trict of Wisconstn presided.” A Grand Jury
wna empannelled, and several indictments

N0 8Cre8 Of COFBawmuimmsesremarmrismmrorss 1,56
No bushela harvested.m....... 209,450
NOBCIEE Of R v 1,880

No bushiels barvested .

e %
No tons bey from Huvgarian grase.. 45
NOBCTEs Of 17 M€ ETRIS oo 2,400
No tonsoftiay from tamegrass......, 18397
Notonsot hay trom Wid gTess. ...... 363
19

(33

No bushels harvested.... 81235
No bushels of sweet potatoes... m. 2128

o Lushels of onlons

wers found, one of which was against N.

¥ ex g Constable ju
he connty, by authority of the State of Mis-
sout.. The next court was also beld pt the
zame ylmln Apr1, 163, ths same Judge pre-
mding. At L Charles Mason was ap-

convenienily oblained in every portion oftbe
county, In Limber and pratrie the county 1n
mearly equally divided—tbe former perbaps
predothtnating, I¢ts mainly vomposed of the
following varletles: white oak, black
oak, red oak,burr oak,black ond white walnnt
hard and sot maple, hickory, lon, ash, elm
&6, With some cottonwood slong thestreams.
The red cedar L5 also found at several ponts
tasts of Thereare
some Boo graves of tue kiard waple, o sugIr
tree,and nt
mon towitness the soclal joys ox sn old fush-
foned “wax polling,” remlnding one of “doys
Iangsyne” away back east, Tow 1 do hope
that no thooghiless axeman wil ever un-
necessartly destroy one of those gragd old
Lrees, around which, 1a the years to come,may
cluster 8o many sweet ossociations, of the
past. Whenarathlesshand is about to per-
peLratea deed 5o cruel we must nol fall to re-
monstrate With the earnestnesa of Lhe'poet:
“Woodman, spare that treel
' In consequence of its numerous streame,
this connty §a more rolling than most otbers
in"thls part ofthe State, Very Jttile ofit,
however, 18 50 broken or hilly as to prevent
easy culuvation, and scarcely any portlon is
swampy or manby. Along the Des Moines
river on eltherside, alternately, are narrow

polnneahmmuuulwmey.mm for the
county, A petit jury was exapannelled to try
anindictment fot house-breaking. Tha party
wad found guilty and fined Bfteen dollars.—
Abont this time, or shoruly after, eommenced
8 ontroversy about the locatlon of the per-
‘manent County Seat, which fs donbtless seri-
oualy felt in ILs effects to the pretentday. Van
Burea is emphaucally .2 county of mamy
towns, and nearly a)l of them havo been com-
potitors forthe county seat. We may mentton
Reodanqua, Pittsoorg, Philsdelphia, Roches-
ter, Columbus, Rockport, Beatonsport, Lex-
ington, Farmlogton, and Utlca. All thess

towns, we presume, Were onceln Van Buren
county, but some of them 1t would bedifealt
tofdatthe preseat Ume, espectally those

L s T — a
Nobusk 1795
No pounds of Hat..... s 120
N 0res of all Other CrOPS.simmn. o8
Noof fruit trees in bearing. 57858
No of frult trees 0ok 10 beatingoo..... $2105
No of peunds of grapes ratsed.... 16814
Noof gallons cf wine mode—... 512
No of pounda of Lops Falsed. . m
9,285
]
Nobiw S 11
Noof pounds of honey taken .. 2,000
N0 Of POUDAS Of DECEWAX oo

Noof hozs of a1l RgeS..ome.
0 0f CA110 O &1 BEC8.——mrmmemr
Noof milch gows

with the
matropolitan names. By an Act of the First
Terntorisl Legislature, approved January 35,
1630, Benjamin F. Chastain of Jefferson coun.
ty, Michael I, Walker of L2e county, and Ste-

‘oben Gearhart of Des Molnes county, were
‘appolnted Commlssloners to locate the county
scat, Thessme Legislatare had previously
passed an Act locating 1t st Rochester, bat the
Governor had Yetoed tbe bill. The bl ap.
patniing Commissioners also provided for

holding the first term of District Cours, after
1ts passage, at Keosauqus, but forever after to
behcldat ¥ the Commis-

betts of aliuvial bottom Jands. Th
wero otigloally covered with heavy timber,

‘but large portions of them ars now fa caltivas |

Uon. The mollfs somewhat sandy, warm,
Ught, =nd exceedingly productive. The
pratries of thiseonnty are generally small,with
Tolting suriace, but equal in fertility
to the average prairfe solia, Good well water
18 everywhere easily obtalned on the pralres,
but and

many placed it:1s necessary to provide cls.
ferns, Good sprivgs ar= found 1n maoy places.

The county isrich in cosl deposits. In al-
most every vm’llan of the county coal hai
‘been mined to a limited extent, but now little
‘more s taken on than enough to supply the
local deraand, and wood belng £0 abundant,
the demand for coal is very limited. The velns
age frym Lhrew Lo four feet In thickness, A con-

has hun

%3 & BAM Dot veln zesr Business Cor-

mersta the North-west part o the county. Tais
‘coal 13 well adapted 10 rechanical parposes,os
Iteontatns but little gulphuret of iron, Some
three diftereat seams or, beds of caal areknow
tobe exposed, but that of thesecond or middle
vein seems to be rost highly prized. Toe
lower seam contalng a greater pruportion of
salphuret of iron,

Bellding stone 13 abundant, ad easlly ac-
cesaibleat all points in the cqunty. The con-
crevtonary }imestons is found outcropping
along Dearly every creek. There ls alsoa
species of sandstone which is easlly: worked,
when first taken from the quarry, but on

sioners. The location was made at Keosau-
ua.

Several enactments of the first Territorlal

Legisiature pertain to Lhe eazly history of this

county. BYan act approved January 15, 1830,
“Ibe Dep Motnes MII Company” was incor-
porated, 1o which Wiliam buntan and hlsas-
oclates wero-suthorized to construct a dam
across the river at & certain potnt named. The
bitl stipulated that they shoald bulld alfock
oot less than 130 festlong and & feet wide for
the paisage of “teami, keel, flat boats, rnits,
andother watercrafta!® This wasthe begin-
ning of Towa legislation coneerning a river
‘which han certalniy proved s prolific subject
of legislation from that day to thisl An act
spproved January 19,63, also incorporates
“The Plymouth Mill and mnummnnimm.
pany,” and saihortses E, B. Kimbrell, H.King
Lewis R, Bissell, Martin A, Bmlon. lnd EA
M, Bwasey, sud thelr assoctates, to construct s
dam across the Des Moles river in the Bonth-
‘west quarter of sectlon 20, township 65, range
8, with the same rostrictions embraced in the
other bill,

Ap act af the same legialafure wss approved
Jan 23, 1639, “establishing” at difterent points
some 12 Seminaries of besrning, thres of which
were in Van Buren county, Ove,styled *The
Farmiogtoo Academy,” was tobe at the lown
of Farmtngton, Henry Bateman, Martin A.
Britton, Johu Crane, Stepnen Miles; gud thelr
sssoctates, werg the corporstors. Asotberia-

emy.".wulobee-tlbluhed - I.hs “lown ot

exposare, becomes barder. The limestone,
bowever, lrua been chiefy, -used mbuumn;
purpodes.. ‘Stone taken frok
quarries L succeptible of a very T Satsh o
The block ofTowa rarble contribated to the
‘Washfoglon Mouumént was taken from a
quary on Chequeat Creek. A quarry in the
vicinity of Doud’s Station bas;been’ recently
opened, the quellty of which 1s folly equal to
that fonnd at Chequest. The tippet layers ot
the coneretlonary limestons make excellent
fiagging atone, belng castly §uarried tn strata
nhbouunme inches In thickness; Therots

early every stream In the county. Fox river
1s1te only strean on w} for

me of the Foorporators wereS Richards, G W Howe, £ P

thécitlzens of the town migh t aeuu. ‘The fne

raves, fl Backland, Bertrand Jones, Henry
Smith and thelr sasogiates. “Sonth Bentons.
port” ianow known as Vernon, Still another
lustitution was located at Keosangua caled
“TheKeosauque Academy.’ The incorpora:
16rs were IN Lewls, CH Ober, John Carnes,
Jotn Falrman, 8W Summers, James Hall,
Wilson Stanley, aud thelr assoctates, All
these tastitations were for the “Instructlon of
‘FOunE persons of both sexes in selenge snd it
ertuce.

‘The same Leglalatare atso suorized -
Ham Meek & Bona-

lime docs ot exist in lh: greatest abundance.

Clay and sand snltable for brick end bulld-
ing purposes’ ere also abundant. A hed of
fizeclay about five feet in within

parte;and Henty Eno, George wnowa, and
Beth Richards, one at Bentonsport, with the
usaal clanse guarding thenavigation of the riv
erby s, dc.

Zgmilen of Esceauqoa basgor & pumber of

Fears been worked, From his bed Mr, Dick-
500,01 Vernon, has obtained his supplles for
his extensive poner.r 8t that place. The
excellent reputatlon of the ware which he
Imanutdctares attests Iht good quality of the
miterial. A variety of lroneore is found at
severyl places, but probably in quantities that
would not fustity the erection of farnaces.—
Aspectmen presented the writer by Charles
Baldwin, Esq., contains about 75 per cent.of
ihe purearticte, It was obtained sbout two
miles novih o Keomaque. J5 4 found o con-
pection with tha lower coal me
Tola couaty prescats.a fne Aeld for the -
vestigatlon of the’ geologist, In'addltion 10
the cosl measures and ‘conczetionary lime-
#tone formations, the geode bed oul-crops
along the Res Moines River from Fermingion
towithin two orithree miles o( Keosauqua,

1w

TheBrat town 1n fowa g the nsme o
“Iows City” wes not that which fslocated in
Jobnson county, for on the 25th of Jan. 189,
cerlain commissioners were appointed 1o “re-
‘view, lay oul, and estabiish a territorfal rosd
from At Pleasant to Rome, in Henry County,
frozi thence to, 'Lockxldn, thence to Smith's
Crossing on Blg: Cedar, 1o Jefferson county,
trom. lhenec 1o Jowa City, in Van Beren
eounty.”

In lsmlmﬂlﬂlml! Botween the Btats of
Missouri and the of Tows,: MXIUVGIQ
&strip ofland Iying along the Dbarder bet:
Keosauqus and the present State live, th
souri clalmed that the "pe- Moines Rapids”

polat
fa her northert boundary, referred 1o the rap-
ida1n the Des Molnea'siver st Keorauqus—
Towa clatmed ihat the * Des Molnes Bumd.r-
1n the Missiastppi-were the rapidsmesnf

dissppears.  What' our' nnsu termthe
Keokuk limestone, also firet appedrson the

below Bonaparte, rising 0 sn elevation of
seventy feet above ma bed of the river at Ben.
topaport ally depressing, Anally
disappears foar ml\el above Bentonsport—
Many fosalls literesting Lo the geologistare
obtained from bhls formatlon, .

For manufscturing fxciliites this county is
searcely ezcelled by any_other tn theState,
Thoogh

Des Molnes River ix ihiscounty twomiles | Troo)

med.tu-
pated tecritory, So lutense was ‘the feeting
thata martial spirit beg.n to develop meu.-

were organized, and history records no
war more my«uu-mn ths one which en-
sued. In this war, Van Buren County took a
conspicucus”past. Some of her eitizens go-
quirea great dist{nction as ofleers, among
whom may be mentioned the nameofcCapt,
J, . Douney. After_8 manifestatlon of
the most undoutted Piuck snd herolsm

l\o ofdogs. P
No ofsheep Eilled by dozs—

Valge of sheep Lilled by wolves.......
Noofacres of land assessed.

Assessed vatne af land per -~
Assessed valueof1ands and town lots §2,814003
Assessed value of persansl property..SL3MAE

acre......

ToLal VATUTIOR e
POSTOFFICER,

4,150,161

1z:
Bonaparte, Doud’s Statlon, Farmington,
Hickory, Home, Jowaville, Keosanqua, Kil-
‘bourne, Levanon, Milton, Mt. Sterling, bit,
Zion, Plercevilte, Plutsburgh, Upton, Uller,
Vernon, snd Winchest
T0 BE CONTIXTED,

on the the part of and
he

Iy
{Targe proporiicn gr the jmmense bydranlle
| POWAT1n this qounty s pnused for thewant
of capaial, nrumq for thp wany, of men dla-

1Syest thelr meang Ixf enterprises
hieh ;

. of the supply of tiquars o
both sides,peace was dectazed, the enemy hav.
1ng conciuded to yleld her claim uaul the
eonrteooma’ declda the quedtion, The tmet
wasfinally ndjnwad ours, snd thts ended the

'q B,

tazrelst Ol

ok b "

Thres of the fuar dems comy
s, Thers

coc
qn ﬁ\ WE« eump pom. f.,. dawmsii

GouAty,. €atl’ aftording Immense water |
Wv,er “The)arge amount of wood and’ doal
Would sgpply, }heml {ar sieam masbinery, in
4456161 to the wAtT poRer of tha Des Moines,
Witir her twmense bydraulio power,wopd,

£08%,ing Wlﬂm( mnkﬂl‘ Vau Buren slands

8t | {ary heroes in the wag for the Union, ln m

‘Teports of ogz Adjatant General spes
ahe remi m.benlnd appreglates their urvlcet

of e tllea caes,
ATATISTICE.
From the censpa repdrt of 1867 wa ohtein th




